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Friends, 
 
Grace and Peace to you in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! 
I am thrilled to be writing to you all today my first newsletter article. I am excited to begin this new 
journey with you all as partners in ministry furthering the good news of God’s kingdom. 
 
I’ve been in the process of moving in and slowly unpacking boxes and settling into this new place 
of life. As I am settling into my new home and new community, questions continue to cross my 
mind, such as: Where is the grocery store? Where is the carwash? Which internet service provider 
should I use? What if I need to go to the hardware store to get light bulbs, where is that? And there are more questions 
every day: What day is trash day? What's the easiest way to get from the house to the public library? Which vet and dog 
groomer should I make an appointment with for two precious pups? Which restaurant should I eat lunch at? And the 
questions do not stop, rather they multiply. 
 
Transitions are full of questions. I know that you all have questions for me and about me, too. 
During the first four weeks of July, we’ll begin a sermon series about all of these questions. The first week, I’ll tell my 
call to ministry story, share about my life, and answer the question: Who? The other weeks, I’ll share with you all the 
What? How? And Why? about my my beliefs about God, the church, and ministry. Of course, I know four sermons 
won’t answer all your questions you may have for me, so we’re making plans for more opportunities to get to know in 
each other in the next few months, but know that I am always glad to meet with you, make visits to your home, or go to 
lunch. 
 
It's an exciting and full time in the life of Sylvan Hills United Methodist Church with pastoral transitions, a big renova-
tion project, the Costa Rica mission trip, the youth OMP trip, the garden in full swing, and all the other happenings of 
ministry day in and day out. The Wild Holy Spirit is at work in this congregation and community and I am excited to 
begin this adventure with you all as we follow God’s call and share the love of Christ. 
 
May God’s grace be with you, 
Pastor Sara Bayles 



BROTHER PAUL'S  

SOUP KITCHEN 
Every Monday we will leave the church at 
9:30 to head over to Brother Paul's Soup 
Kitchen to help prepare lunches for men, 
women, and children in the North Little  

Rock Community. We will continue going 
and serving every Monday until the end of 
August. If you have any questions please 

contact the church office. 

UMCOR/Sager Brown Mission Trip 2018 

We are getting ready to return to Sager Brown in Baldwin, LA on September 9th of 
this year.  This is a unique opportunity to go on a mission with other churches in 
support of UMCOR.  We will be inspecting kits that have been submitted to take out 
and replace items that do not meet the requirement.  There will be opportunities to 
go out on one of their outreach missions there in the area. 

It is time for us to make a commitment and complete the required forms. We can 
take up to 12 individuals but we need your commitment by July 22nd.  Two person 
apartments are available (at extra price) for anyone wanting to share a room.   Cost 

of the trip is $255.00 per individual.  As in the past years, we will carpool down.  Background checks are needed for 
those who have not had one in the past three years.   

 
Early Learning Center 

 
Our ELC is a great place to be!  We have survived the first couple of 
weeks of summer and we are definitely excited about the beginning of our 
new school year.  I know that it doesn't seem possible but there are just 
seven more weeks till we have our summer shut down.  Our teachers have 
been working really hard and there have been some great summer projects 
done, most importantly there is lots of fun happening.  We have had our 
playgrounds mulched again and we are looking forward to adding some 
new equipment for our infants to have their own space to play outdoors.  

Costa Rica Mission Trip 

Five excited members of the Sylvan Hills UMC Rice and Beans Mission Team departed on 
June 30 and will return July 7th.  No fireworks for the team this year.  The team would like to 
thank everyone that so generously donated to help purchase food to fill 200 bags.  The bags of 
food will be given to needy families in Costa Rica as a present from God.  In addition to feed-
ing 200 families, the team expects up to 250 children for Vacation Bible School, and will do  
about 40 hours of construction. We request your prayers for safe travel and a successful mis-
sion trip. 

Rainbow Ringers 
 
Rainbow Ringers, for youngsters in 2nd thru 9th grade, meets Sundays 
at 11:15 in the sanctuary. No experience needed—all music and bell-ringing 
skills are taught. Come give us a try. 

Old Shoes for Clean Water 

Bring your old shoes—any size, col-
or, or style (even flip-flops!)—and 
put them in the box and tub in the 
narthex. The UMW is collecting 
them for the Ozark Water Project 
which provides clean water for poor 
neighborhoods. Deadline is August 
5th. 



 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS  

                 Monday–Thursday       8:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m. 

Offices closed on Fridays. 

 

E.L.C. HOURS 

Monday, Wednesday and Thursday  

7:30 a.m.–6:00 p.m. 

It is Finally Renovation Time 

After some delays, the renovation on the Admin Wing is underway with an 
expected completion date around the first of August. 

As a result of the renovation our staff will be relocating and you may have 
to hunt to find them.  Currently, the Office is in the Library and Judy is in 
the Conference Room. 

Folks will be moving into their new spaces as they are completed, so please 
be patient with the chaos.  And just keep hunting until you find the person 
you need. 

6 Members of the “Wild Bells” presented a program 
on American folk songs to the 49’ers group at Sylvan 
Hills Church of Christ. We even had a sing-along 
and invited some of the group to ring with us. We 
were treated  to a great potluck and good fellowship. 
We did a Christmas program for this same group 
around 15 years ago and several of the members re-
membered it.  What a great way to share Christian 
Fellowship and the special music of bells. 

Welcome Pastor Sara! 

Sunday, July 8th, 10:30 a.m. 

Reception & 

“Old-fashioned Preacher Pounding” 

(Gifts of non-perishable 

food appreciated) 

Wellness Center News 

(The Wellness Center will NOT 
meet in July) 

Our Back-to-School Bash is August 
3rd, 4-7 p.m. We need school sup-
plies and new or gently used uni-
forms. There will be buckets in the 
narthex to collect these no later than July 29. 

In addition to the school supplies and uniforms, we 
will also make immunizations and free haircuts availa-
ble. 

The August Food Pantry items are Peanut Butter and 

Jelly (in unbreakable containers, please). 

Dear Church Family,  

Clark, Joseph, Leo, and I would like to extend our deep grati-

tude for the wonderful farewell party y’all threw us. It was so 

special to spend this time with the people we love and to say 

goodbye in a personal way. Your dishes, hugs, and gifts filled 

our hearts. Thank you not only for the party, but for the years 

of love, hospitality, and kindness you have shown us. Sylvan 

Hills UMC will always have a special place in our hearts and 

lives.  

With Love,  

Rev. Brittany  



 

 
 

 
 Sunday,  July 1 

  9:30 a.m.     Worship: Passing of the Mantle 
 10:40 a.m.     Sunday School 
 10:40 a.m.    Sunday Funday Family Movie 
 11:30 a.m.    Trustees 
   4:30 p.m.    Youth  
   7:00 p.m.    AA Meeting   

  
Monday, July 2 

2:30 p.m.    Staff Meeting  
6:30 p.m.    Girl Scouts 
 

Tuesday, July 3 
 7:00 p.m.     AA Meeting 

 

Wednesday,  July 4 

HAPPY 4TH OF JULY! 
Office Closed 

 
Thursday, July 5 

  8:30 a.m.   Quilting Angels 
Wellness Clinic WILL NOT Meet 

 
Sunday,  July 8 

Youth to OMP in Magnolia 

  9:30 a.m.    Worship 
10:30 a.m.    Reception &  
                     Pounding for Pastor Sara 
10:40 a.m.    Sunday School 
11:15 a.m.  Rainbow Ringers  
11:30 a.m.    SPRC 
  7:00 p.m.   AA Meeting   
 

Monday, July 9 
 9:30 a.m.    Brother Paul’s 
 2:30 p.m.    Staff Meeting  
 5:00 p.m.    Creative Worship Meeting 
 6:30 p.m.    Girl Scouts 
 6:30 p.m.    Antioch BG’s 
 

Tuesday, July 10 
 7:00 p.m.    Nite Owls 
 7:00 p.m.     AA 
 

Wednesday,  July 11 

10:00 a.m.   Caregivers  
                    Support Group 
 

Thursday, July 12 
  8:30 a.m.   Quilting Angels 
 

  

 Sunday,  July 15 

   9:30 a.m.   Worship   
10 :40 a.m.   Sunday School 
11:15 a.m.    Rainbow Ringers  
11:30 a.m.    Finance 
  7:00 p.m.   AA Meeting   

  
Monday, July 16 

  9:30 a.m.    Brother Paul's 
  6:30 p.m.    Girl Scouts 

 
Tuesday, July 17 

 7:00 p.m.     AA 
 

Wednesday,  July 18 

 
Thursday, June 21 

  8:30 a.m.   Quilting Angels 
 

Sunday,  July 22 

  9:30 a.m.    Worship 
10:40 a.m.    Sunday School 
11:15 a.m.   Rainbow Ringers  
11:30 a.m.    Ministry Committees 
12:30 p.m.    Admin Board 
  7:00 p.m.    AA Meeting   

 
Monday, July 23 

  9:30 a.m.    Brother Paul's 
  6:30 p.m.    Girl Scouts 
  

Tuesday, July 24 
12 Noon       Lunch Bunch with Pastor Sara 
  7:00 p.m.     AA 
 

Wednesday,  July 25 

 
Thursday, July 26 

  8:30 a.m.   Quilting Angels 
 

Saturday, July 28 
Youth Retreat at Greers Ferry 

 
Sunday, July 29 

5th Sunday Potluck Calendar Notes: 

United Methodist Men will NOT meet in July. 

Wellness Clinic will NOT meet in July. 

MOPS will NOT meet in July. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry will NOT meet in July. 

Chancel Choir is on vacation in July. 


