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A NOTE FROM PASTOR BRITTANY 

Every Monday I get to my office and look at my calendar and think, “Not too 

bad! This should be an easy week.” Every Thursday, I get home and I am ex-

hausted and realize that this week was anything but easy. No week is easy. If it is 

not the church, it’s the kids. If it’s not the kids, it’s the conference. I cannot seem 

to escape unscathed from any week. Yet, as I reflect on this, I realize the prob-

lem may not be the church or the family or the conference, the problem just may 

be me.  

I bet I am not alone in this. We all tend to over fill our days and over fill our 

lives. It is as if we need to feel overwhelmed in order to feel like we are accom-

plishing anything at all. And in the midst of all of the busyness, we lose site of 

the essentials. In our crowded lives God, family, and friends begin to take a 

backseat. So, this Lent I am going to ask everyone to return to the essentials of 

life.  

We will do this in a few different ways. First of all, during the our Lenten worship services we will begin a jour-

ney through the Apostles’ Creed. This essential statement of the Christian faith is packed full of theological truths 

that we declare, but rarely consider. Also, during worship we are scaling back and simplifying. Both in ascetics 

and music, our worship will be more distilled, simpler and focused. We are looking forward to this time of wor-

ship.  

Also, during Lent we are offering an opportunity for people to join Lenten Small Groups. These groups of 6-10 

people will meet once a week during the six weeks of Lent to eat, fellowship and discuss essential faith questions. 

These small groups harken back to Jesus and John Wesley, who both saw the importance of finding a small group 

of people to journey with through life. Everyone is invited to participate, and we hope that everyone will sign up. 

If you have not had a chance to sign up for a small group, it is not too late! Just ask me about it and we will find a 

spot for you. 
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SMALL GROUPS 

Our Lenten Small Groups will start in 

early March. If you have not had a chance 

to sign up and would like to join a group 

please contact Rev. Brittany, and she will 

help you find a spot! These are important 

spaces where we can gather, eat, and cel-

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE  

AND PANCAKE SUPPER 

 

Join us on March 1, as we begin the Lenten 

season. From 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. our youth will 

be hosting a pancake supper. At 6:30 we will 

have our Ash Wednesday Service, an im-

portant start to the Lenten Season.  



Our Lunch Bunch potluck 

gathering is on March 28, 

at noon.  

We will have a talk from 

Bill Fraley about his expe-

riences climbing some of 

the world’s tallest moun-

tains with emphasis on his 

Plan to attend Monday, March 6, at 

6:30 p.m.   

We will discuss and plan the 

2017 

UMCOR – Sager Brown 

Our church will be taking another 

trip to Sager Brown in Baldwin, 

Louisiana November 5-10.  

This is an opportunity to assist 

with emergency supplies that are 

deployed all across the world. This is a great mission 

opportunity for the new and seasoned missionary alike! 

We hope you will consider being a part of it. If you have 

any questions, please contact Rev. Brittany or Kelly 

Cannon at (501) 350-1053 or Kellyc3164@aol.com.  

Sunday, 

March 5, Ra-

chel Nicklas 

will offer a 

book fair with 

Sunday School Curriculum and literature available to 

our church! This is a great chance to explore new study 

On Sunday, March 5, families with kids and youth are 

invited to take part in this new ministry. After church, 

parents, kids, and youth are invited to load up and head 

to Sherwood Forest for some time playing and picnick-

ing. We hope everyone will take this time for fellowship 

CHURCH & COMMUNITY GARDEN WORKDAY 

The Community Garden needs planting, the church 

inside and out needs Spring Cleaning!  We need you 

to come work in one of these areas Saturday, March 4, 

WELLNESS CLINIC DENTAL EVALUA-

TIONS 

Take advantage of this wonderful opportunity 

to aid in health and wellness on Thursday, 

March 2, from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m.  Dr. Jeff 

Hey all! 

What a wonderful banquet last Saturday night! The youth 

had a great time serving, and raised some additional funds 

for OMP! They also looked sharp all dressed up!  

We are looking forward to the pancake supper tonight before 

the Ash Wednesday service. We will start serving food at 

5:30. We have decided for Ozark Mission Project this year 

to send Junior High Students (current 6-8 graders). We will 

leave Sunday, June 11, and return Thursday, June 15. It will 

be a wonderful week of mission, worship, and fellowship. 

This will be something the youth will not want to miss!  

I want to say thank you to all of those who have provided 

the youth with food these past few weeks, and the ones who 

will provide us with food in the future! We appreciate it so 

much! 
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SYLVAN HILLS ELEMENTARY TUTORING 

If you wou

ld like to help love and encourage our Sylvan Hills 
Elementary students, please consider signing up to be 

Happy March, ELC families! 

We have a lot going on this month.  Our spring 

pictures are scheduled for March 15-16, and we 

will have our Spring Break the week of March 20

-24.  Spring allergies are in full effect and the 

weather is as unpredictable as always.  Now is a 

great time to focus on washing our hands to get 

rid of all those germs and eating lots of healthy 

fruits and vegetables for our immune system.  

EARLY LEARNING CENTER 

During Lent our mission focus is providing the basics 

for  Sylvan Hills Elementary School.  

To meet basic bodily needs, we will be collecting sup-

plies for hygiene kits that can be use by students in 

need. To meet basic needs for the mind, we are collect-

ing new and like-new books for kids age 4 through 

grade 5.  

 Hygiene Kits List: 

  Deodorant 

  Foldable Toothbrush 

  Floss  

  Travel toothpaste 

  Hand Sanitizer 

  Travel Brush or Comb 

  Hair Elastics 

  Travel Size Wipes 

  Chapstick 

  Travel Size Tissues 

Trustees in Action 

Your Trustees continue to work for Sylvan Hills UMC.  

Here is an update on current projects. 

The hydraulic lifts to hold the doors up on our sign should 

be complete the first week of March with the flood lights 

working soon afterward.  To get to this point we terminat-

ed the first contractor because he was unresponsive to our 

needs. 

We are working with ELC to update their security with 

key pad locks on critical doors.  The two doors downstairs 

were completed on February 21.  The door upstairs should 

be completed by mid-April.  We will be installing a glass 

in that door in March in preparation for the locks. 

The dishwasher in the Fellowship Hall was replaced with 

one that we purchased.  For the past eight years we have 

leased one at a cost of $2400 per year for the dishwasher 

chemicals and maintenance.  We will pay for the new one 

in two years.  This will be quite a saving for our church in 

the future. 

Last week, our janitorial service stripped and waxed the 

floors in the Fellowship Hall. 

We are currently leasing three water coolers at a cost of 

$2300 per year.  This has already been reduced to $1404 

per year if we choose to continue with the lease.  We are 

also looking at purchasing new coolers and discontinuing 

the lease. 

We have several other projects in the works that will en-

hance our church properties.  We invite your suggestions 

and ideas for our church.  Your trustees would like to 

Easter Baskets 

Planning for the annual Easter Egg Hunt and 

Basket Building has started. If you are out 

shopping and see individually wrapped Easter 

Candy – it is not too early to start buying.   

Passion/Palm Sunday 

April 9, 9:30 a.m. 

Maundy Thursday 

April 13, 2:30 to 6 p.m. 

Good Friday 

April 14, 6 p.m. 

Easter egg hunt 

April 15, 2–3:30 

Easter 

April 16 

Sunrise 

6:30 at Sherwood Forest 

Pancake Breakfast 

SHUMC at 7:30 

Activities Schedule 

to the families of  

Leanna Dent and Allen Berry 



FOOD PANTRY ITEMS:  March 5 

We will be collecting Breakfast  

Our goal for 2017 is 3,500 lbs.     

Current total: 764 lbs. 

 

Wednesday, March 1 

ASH WEDNESDAY 

 10:00 a.m. Caregiver Support Group  

 5:30 p.m. Pancake Dinner 

 6:30 p.m. Ash Wednesday Service 

 7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

Thursday, March 2 

 8:30 a.m. Quilting Angels 

 4:00 p.m. Wellness Clinic 

Saturday, March 4 

  8:30 a.m.  Church and Community Garden Workday 

Sunday, March 5 

Cokesbury Book Fair 

 9:30 a.m. Worship  

 10:30 a.m. Children’s Bell Choir Rehearsal 

 10:30 a.m. Family Funday 

 10:40 a.m. Sunday School 

 11:30 a.m. Trustee Meeting 

 5:30 p.m. Youth Gathering  

 7:00 p.m. AA Meeting 

Monday, March 6 

   6:30 p.m.   UMM 

   6:30 p.m.  Girl Scouts 

Tuesday, March 7 

 10:30 a.m. MOPS 

 1:30 p.m. Staff Meeting 

Wednesday, March 8 

  5:45 p.m. Wild Bells Rehearsal 

  7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal  

Thursday, March 9 

   8:30 a.m.  Quilting Angels 

Sunday, March 12 

   9:30 a.m. Worship 

 10:30 a.m. Children’s Bell Choir Rehearsal 

 10:40 a.m.  Sunday School 

 11:30 a.m. SPRC  

 11:30 a.m. Sager Brown Interest/Info Meeting 

 4:30 p.m. Youth and Parent Meeting 

 7:00 p.m. AA Meeting   

Monday, March 13 

 2:30 p.m.   Prayer Shawl Ministry 

 6:30 p.m.  Girl Scouts 

Tuesday, March 14 

 1:30 p.m. Staff Meeting 

 

Thursday, March 16 

   8:30 a.m. Quilting Angels 

Sunday, March 19 

   9:30 a.m. Worship 

 10:30 a.m. Children’s Bell Choir Rehearsal 

 10:40 a.m.  Sunday School 

 1:00 p.m. Finance Committee 

   5:30 p.m. Youth Gathering 

   7:00 p.m. AA Meeting   

Tuesday, March 21 

 10:30 a.m. MOPS play date 

 1:30 p.m. Staff Meeting  

Wednesday, March 22 

 5:45 p.m. Wild Bells Rehearsal  

  7:00 p.m.  Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

Thursday, March 23 

   8:30 a.m. Quilting Angels 

 6:30 p.m. Antioch BGs 

Sunday, March 26 

   9:30 a.m. Worship 

 10:30 a.m. Children’s Bell Choir Rehearsal 

 10:40 a.m.  Sunday School 

 11:30 a.m. Ministry Committees  

  12:30 p.m. Administrative Board Meeting 

   5:30 p.m. Youth Gathering 

   7:00 p.m. AA Meeting   

Monday, March 27 

  6:30 p.m. Girl Scouts 

Tuesday, March 28 

 Noon Lunch Bunch 

 1:30 p.m. Staff Meeting 

Wednesday, March 29 

 5:45 p.m. Wild Bells Rehearsal  

FEBRUARY  MONTHLY WORSHIP ATTENDANCE 
 

FEBRUARY 5 - 125   FEBRUARY 12 -  116  

FEBRUARY 19 - 114  FEBRUARY 26 -  134 

February Offerings - $19,508.52 

M
A
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Pastor 

Rev. Brittany Richardson Watson 

Brittany.watson@arumc.org 

Brittany’s Cell Phone: 501.529.2044 

Administrative Assistant 

Sherry Johnson 

shumc@sbcglobal.net 

ELC Director 

Wendy Spencer 

shumcelcdirec-

tor@outlook.com 

 
Music Director 

Judy Fraley 

shumcmusic-

program@sbcglobal.net 

Organist 

Barbara Walker 

CHURCH STAFF CALLING ALL BINGO PLAYERS 

For many years, Mary Frances Lee and Sandra 

Boles have conducted Bingo Games at the Arkan-

sas Retirement Center.  On the 3rd Tuesday of each 

month from 7 to 8p.m. these two faithful volunteers 

have brightened the lives of the bingo players. If 

you can find an hour a month and enjoy Bingo, they 

need your help. Please let Mary Frances or Sandra 


