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Every Christmas our senses are overwhelmed by the ever increasing chaos of the season. Deco-
rations are becoming more ornate and magnificent. The smells of the cookies and evergreens 
and chestnuts roasting over an open fire are nostalgic. The sounds of Christmas carols and 
Christmas commercials remind us of the cheer and expectations. The taste of the roasts, candy 
canes, and fruit cake cause both our pant size and blood pressure to rise. And then there's all of 
the touch- wrapping and unwrapping gifts, hugging family and friends, or the feel of the cold 
winter air in our lungs. We experience Christmas in hundreds of different ways and yet some-
times we can forget how these experiences point us to the true meaning of the season. 

 
This Advent we will explore the ways all of the things we experience during the Christmas holidays can point us 
toward the true hope of the season, the Christ child. On our first Sunday worshiped with a hanging of the greens 
service as we remember the meaning behind all of the decorations we see in our church and our homes. On our 
second Sunday we will explore the smells of the season, the desirable ones like cinnamon and the more realistic 
ones like hay and animals. On our third Sunday we will enjoy the sounds of the season as our choir leads us 
through the Christmas story through music. Finally, on the fourth Sunday, which is also Christmas Eve, in the 
morning we will experience the tastes of the Christmas season through a special service around tables in the fel-
lowship hall. That evening we will embrace the miracle of touch this Christmas as we give thanks for the gift of 
the incarnation at 5 pm and 11 pm.  
 
We hope you will join us this Advent as we bring a new depth and meaning to this beautiful and important sea-
son. This year let's truly experience Christmas.  

~Pastor Brittany 

in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 

the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good  

news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today  

in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is  

the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will  

          find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”  

          Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared  

          with the angel, praising God and saying,  

         

“                         “Glory to God  
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A week
vacation in 
Costa Rica
It
tion time for 2018.  Maybe it is 
time to consider serving God in a 
way you may have served before. 
This could be a time of giving, 
listening, serving, and most of all 
praying to God with only a feel 
good feeling in return.  There will 
be opportunities to worship God 
in Spanish.  We will be working 
in construction, conducting VBS 
in the schools, and feeding fami-
lies.
Mark your calendars for the week 
of June 30th to July 7th 2018.  
That is the week of our next mis-
sion with Rice and Beans Minis-
tries in Costa Rica.    Cost will be 
around $1800 per volunteer.  For 
more information, contact Pastor 
Brittany or Kelly Cannon at 350
1053.

 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS  

                 Monday–Thursday       8:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m. 

Offices closed on Fridays. 

 

E.L.C. HOURS 

Monday, Wednesday and Thursday  

7:30 a.m.–6:00 p.m. 

 The Watson family would like to invite everyone to join us  
for an Open House after church on Sunday, December 31.  
Just drop by between 10:30 and 12:30 for some delicious  

food and fun fellowship.  

 Deepening  

a Retreat for  
Married and Engaged Couples 

Join us February 10th from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. for an amazing retreat specifically de-

signed for married and engaged couples that desire to learn more about one another, communicate 

more effectively, discover their love languages and learn new ways to pray together. The retreat is 

open to people of all faiths. you and your partner will enjoy learning- 

• More about your personality 

• Specific ways to improve your communication 

• Unique ways that you model Christs love for one another 

• Meaningful ways to love your partner 

• Ways to pray together as a couple 
 
During this retreat the two of you will laugh, learn and pray together. You will not have to share any-

thing personal in front of other people, but you will enjoy some time in private with your partner. 

There is only room for 4 couples to attend, so register today! The cost is $75 per couple and it in-

cludes the personality perceiver (a $50 value), refreshments, and the retreat! 

If you have any questions please contact the church office! 

Intimacy 



A week’s  
vacation in  
Costa Rica 
It’s time to start planning vaca-
tion time for 2018.  Maybe it is 
time to consider serving God in a 
way you may have served before. 
This could be a time of giving, 
listening, serving, and most of all 
praying to God with only a feel 
good feeling in return.  There will 
be opportunities to worship God 
in Spanish.  We will be working 
in construction, conducting VBS 
in the schools, and feeding fami-
lies. 
Mark your calendars for the week 
of June 30th to July 7th 2018.  
That is the week of our next mis-
sion with Rice and Beans Minis-
tries in Costa Rica.    Cost will be 
around $1800 per volunteer.  For 
more information, contact Pastor 
Brittany or Kelly Cannon at 350-
1053. 

We know, it is hard to believe it is already time to talk about Christmas, but 
here are a few dates you may want to put on your calendar: 
 

Hanging of the Greens Soup Supper and Decorating: Friday, December 1 at 6 p.m.  

Advent Bible Study: December 4-18, Mondays at 6 p.m.  

Church-Wide Advent Fair and Breakfast with Santa: Sunday, December 10 from 10:30-12:30  

Parsonage Christmas Open House: Sunday, December 31 from 10:30-12:30.  

Christmas Eve Worship: 9:30 a.m. (Advent Worship), 5 p.m. (Family Christmas Eve Worship), 

11 p.m. (Candlelight and Communion Christmas Eve Worship) 

From the ELC 

December is a fast and frenzied month for us at the ELC.  With only 6 
school days for the rest of  the year we are busy, busy, busy!  If you have 
a chance please write a simple note to our ELC teachers to let them 
know that they are appreciated.  Thank you for a great year and we look 
forward to even more blessings in 2018.  

 Blessings to all! 





CHURCH STAFF 

Church Wide Advent Event   
& 

            Join us after worship 
             on Sunday, December 10 
     for a intergenerational 
     Advent event where we 
    will learn more about this  
season and find ways that we can prepare our hearts for the 
arrival of the Christ Child. After the event, at 11:30 am we will 
have a waffle breakfast with Santa hosted by the youth group. 
Everyone is invited to participate and we hope you will be 
there.  

This year we have an extra special Christmas Eve planned! 
We will worship on Sunday, December 24 at 9:30 am in the 
Fellowship Hall as we celebrate the tastes of Christmas in 
this unique final Advent worship service Sunday night we 

will offer a 5 pm family service with carols and communion. 
You are encouraged to bring your bells (or keys) as we sing 

Joy to the World at the end of the service. There will be no 
candle lighting at this service.  

At 11 pm we will have our traditional carols, candlelight, and 
communion service. All three services will be unique and 

meaningful and we hope you will find time to attend one or 
more.  

Join us on Monday nights at 6 pm or Tuesdays at Noon for three weeks beginning on December 

4th for an Advent class. We will be looking at some of the challenges of Christmas and discovering 

methods to help handle them. Week one we will look at busyness, week two will look at grief, and 

week three we will look at family stress. There is no need to sign up early, just come when you can.  

BIBLE STUDY  

Monday December 4-18,  at 6 p.m.  

 Tuesday December 5-19, at Noon. 

SHYNE  
Youth Lock in  

& Christmas Party 
Join us on December 15th for a lock in & 

Christmas Party. 

Arrival will be at 6 p.m. on Friday with youth 
pick up at 9 a.m. on Saturday. Please bring  

a gift valued at $10 or less to play  
dirty Santa. 

    
If you have any questions please contact  

Philip at 501-388-3526 or the church office 
@at501-835-3410. 



Office Announcements 
Merry Christmas!  

I’m always so excited by this time of year! First by being thankful and having my grat-
itude for all blessings renewed on Thanksgiving ,then by the celebration of the birth 
of Christ! We talk, we study, we decorate and we celebrate! So from my family to 

yours-Merry Christmas! May you be blessed, happy, healthy, loved and safe! 

Just a few housekeeping notes~  

During the week of Christmas we will be running on a short staff and in as needed. 
Although we will be available  if anything comes up.  The office will be closed on 

Christmas in observance of the most wonderful time of the year!  

Please submit your Christmas Parties ASAP so we can get them scheduled in the 
office to avoid any conflicts! 

 

 



There are still many ways you can get connected and give back! If you 
are looking for a way to serve please call or visit the church office  

during business hours! A few of the needs of the church are: 
• Quilters 

• Office/computer work 
• Grounds keeping and maintenance 

In 2017 we will collect over 3500 lbs of food for the  
First Christian Food Pantry!  

Let’s do even better next year!  
Our goal for 2018 will be 4000 lbs of food.  

Below you will see the calendar for our first Sunday collections.  
 
 

Just a couple of reminders:  
1) Bring shelf stable food.  

2) Stay away from glass packaging  
3) Be creative with each month’s theme (Soap can be dish soap, shower gel, or laundry detergent!)  

 

January: Paper Products and Soap  
February: Soup and Crackers 
March: Easter Dinner Food 
April: Rice and Beans 
May: Shelf Stable Meat 
June: Nutritious, Kid-Friendly Food  

July: Canned Fruit and Fruit Juices 
August: Peanut Butter and Jelly 
September: Food for Babies and Toddlers 
October: Cereal (Hot and Cold)  
November: Thanksgiving Dinner 
December: Christmas Dinner 

A week’s vacation in Costa Rica 

It’s time to start planning vacation time for 2018.  Maybe it is time to  
consider serving God in a way you may have served before. This could be a 
time of giving, listening, serving, and most of all praying to God with only 
a feel good feeling in return.  There will be opportunities to worship God 
in Spanish.  We will be working in construction, conducting VBS in the 
schools, and feeding families. 
 
Mark your calendars for the week of June 30th to July 7th 2018.  That is 
the week of our next mission with Rice and Beans Ministries in Costa  
Rica.     

Cost will be around $1800 per volunteer.  For more information, contact Pastor Brittany or 
Kelly Cannon at 350-1053. 



 
Thursday, December 21 

  8:30 a.m.   Quilting Angels 

Sunday, December 24 
   9:30 a.m.  Worship 

Experience Christmas: Tastes 
(We will gather in the fellowship hall) 

5:00 p.m.  
Family Christmas Eve Service 

11:00 p.m.  
Candlelight Christmas Eve  Service 

  7:00 p.m.     AA Meeting   
 

Monday, December 25 

 
Tuesday, December26 

10:00 a.m.     MOPS   
  7:00 p.m.    AA Meeting   

 
Thursday, December 28 

  8:30 a.m.    Quilting Angels 
 
   Sunday, December 31 
   9:30 a.m.    Worship   
    :40 a.m.    Sunday School 
11:30 a.m.    Ministry Meeting 
11:30 a.m.    Rainbow Ringers Rehearsal 
 10:30 a.m.-12:30 Parsonage Open House 
  7:00 p.m.    AA Meeting   
 
 

 

Monday, December 11 
  1:30 p.m.    Prayer Shawl 
  2:30 p.m.    Staff Meeting  
  6:00 p.m.   Advent Bible Study     
  6:30 p.m.    Girl Scouts 

   
Tuesday, December 12 

10:00 a.m.    MOPS   
12:00 p.m.   Advent Bible Study   
  7:00 p.m.    Nite Owls   
  7:00 p.m.     AA 

 

Wednesday,  December 13 

  5:45 p.m.    Wild Bells   
  7:00 p.m.    Choir Rehearsal 

 

Thursday, December 14 

  8:30 a.m.    Quilting Angels 

  6:00 p.m.     Staff Christmas Party 

 

Friday,  December 15 

6:00 p.m.     Youth Lock In   
 

Sunday,  December 17 

Christmas Cantata   
  9:30 a.m.    Worship 
10:40 a.m.    Sunday School 
11:15 a.m.  Rainbow Ringers  
11:30 a.m.    Finance 
12:45 p.m.    Administrative Board 
  7:00 p.m.   AA Meeting   

 
Monday, December 18 

  2:30 p.m.    Staff Meeting  
  6:00 p.m.   Advent Bible Study 
  6:30 p.m.   Girl Scouts 

 
Tuesday,  December 19 

12:00 p.m.   Advent Bible Study   
  7:00 p.m.   AA 

  

Friday,  December 1 

  6:00 p.m. Hanging of the Greens  
    & Soup Supper 

 
Sunday,  December3  

  9:30 a.m.    Worship 
10:40 a.m.    Sunday School 
11:15 a.m.  Rainbow Ringers Rehearsal 
11:30 a.m.   Trustees 
11:30 a.m.    Confirmation Class 
  4:30 p.m.    Youth Gathering   
  7:00 p.m.   AA Meeting   

 
Monday, December 4 

  1:00 p.m.    Prayer Shawl Ministry 
  2:30 p.m.    Staff Meeting  
 6:00 p.m.   Advent Bible Study   
  6:30 p.m.   UMM  
  6:30 p.m.  Girl Scouts 

 
Tuesday,  December 5 

12:00 p.m.   Advent Bible Study     
   7:00 p.m.   Tuesday Night Group 
   7:00 p.m.   AA 

  
Wednesday, December 6 

10:00 a.m.    Caregiver support Group   
  5:45 p.m.   Wild Bells   
  7:00 p.m.   Choir Rehearsal 

 
Thursday, December 7 

  8:30 a.m.  Quilting Angels 
3-6:00 p.m.  Wellness Clinic  
   

Sunday, December 10 
  9:30 a.m.  Worship  
10:40 a.m.    Sunday School 
11:30 a.m.   SPRC Meeting 

10:30 a.m.    Advent Event &  
Breakfast with Santa 

  7:00 p.m.    AA Meeting   
 
 

 


